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NEWTON  HOUSES  BUILT  BEFORE  1855 


FOREWORD 

Scattered  through  the  streets  of  Newton  are  a 
surprising  number  of  houses  which  illustrate  the 
architectural  changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
our  community  since  the  late  17th  century.  The 
first  rectangular  dwellings  with  central  chimneys, 
two-chimney  colonials,  the  stately,  well  propor- 
tioned houses  of  the  Federal  period  —  all  may  be 
found  standing  and  in  reasonably  good  condition. 
Nearer  1855,  the  shut-off  date  for  this  listing, 
came  the  beginnings  of  Victorian  ornamentation 
with  the  Gothic  or  Italianate  influence,  a  number 
of  houses  of  the  Greek  Revival  style,  and  even  a 
novelty  with  ten  sides. 

The  architectural  heritage  of  an  area  is  one  of 
its  cultural  resources  and  is  of  considerable 
significance  and  interest  to  its  people.     In  or- 
der that  the  citizens  of  Newton  may  become  more 
familiar  with  the  older  houses  of  this  city  and 
with  the  fascinating  variety  and  individuality  of 
home  styles  to  be  found  here,  this  study  was 
undertaken.     It  can  be  considered  a  worthy  direc- 
tion for  the  attention  of  the  Jackson  Homestead, 
Newton Ts  unique  historical  museum. 

Hopefully  the  listing  will  further  a  pride  of 
ownership  in  houses  of  earlier  periods,  so  that 
many  of  these  will  be  appreciated  and  well- 
restored.     Perhaps  more  people  of  Newton  will 
come  to  realize  that  having  an  old  house  can  be  an 
asset  to  themselves  and  to  the  community.  Often 
exceptionally  well-built,  many  an  early  house  can 


be  preserved  to  benefit  generations  yet  to  come. 

Perhaps  you  are  wondering  why  1855  was  selected 
as  the  cut-off  date  of  this  study.     At  the  Jackson 
Homestead  is  a  map  of  Newton  with  a  dot  for  each 
house  standing  in  that  year.     In  most  sections  the 
name  of  the  owner  at  that  time  is  also  included. 
(Incidentally  we  believe  this  map  to  be  amazingly 
accurate.)     The  first  step  was  to  determine  how 
many  of  those  houses  are  still  standing,  and  then 
we  proceeded  from  there.     There  were  visits  to  City 
Hall  and  to  the  Registry  of  Deeds  and  countless 
telephone  calls  to  present  owners. 

A  previous  publication,  #2  of  the  Jackson  Home- 
stead series,  was  entitled  "Some  of  the  Older 
Houses  in  Newton."    For  this,  extensive  and 
meticulous  research  was  carried  out  by  the  late 
Mr.  Fred  C.  Alexander,  first  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Jackson  Homestead.     A  great 
many  of  the  facts  which  he  uncovered  have  been 
incorporated  into  this  later  edition.    Much  fur- 
ther material  has  been  added  by  a  team  of  dedicat- 
ed volunteers,  alias  the  "Newton  Detectives," 
who  spent  endless  hours  in  the  process. 

Deep  gratitude  is  extended  to  the  following  who 
provided  most  valuable  assistance  in  the  research 
and  photography:    Mrs.  Anna  E.  Frager,  Mrs.  Mar- 
guerite Bancrof t-Mellus ,  Mr.  John  Mildram,  Mrs. 
Peter  R.  Scott,  Miss  Betsy  Allen,  Mr.  Eugene 
Wadman,  Mr.  Donald  Gray,  Miss  Monica  Scott,  Mr. 
James  K.  Ufford,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  R.  Weiss, 
Mr.  Lawrence  Zuckerman  and  Miss  Beatrice  Holland. 
Mr.  Frank  Olney,  Jr.  gave  architectural  advice. 

Thanks  go  also  to  Mr.  Alan  B.  Larkin  and  Mr.  George 
Gambali  of  Larkin  Associates.  Additional  assis- 


tance  was  given  by  Miss  Joan  Anglin,  Mrs.  Nathan 
D.  Bugbee,  and  Mrs.  Leonard  P.  Worth. 

Mrs.  E.  Graham  Bates  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Cannard 
were  the  editors. 

There  is  no  claim  to  complete  accuracy  in  this 
listing.     Records  are  sparse  and  facts  most 
difficult  to  come  by.     Surely  there  are  omissions. 
It  is  hoped  that  those  who  discover  errors  or  who 
can  share  additional  information  will  contact  the 
Jackson  Homestead. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  Jackson  Homestead  is 
the  only  house  named  which  is  open  to  the  public. 

Dorothy  S.  Bates,  Chairman  of  Research 
Ruth  E.  Cannard,  Director-Curator 
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NEWTON  CORNER 
INTRODUCTION 


Picture  the  Newtowne  of  1679,  the  year  it  separated 
from  Cambridge  and  became  an  independent  town.  This 
tiny  community  of  13,000  acres  now  boasted  65  fami- 
lies whose  livelihood  depended  largely  on  farming 
and  catching  the  many  fish  in  the  nearby  Charles 
River  which  formed  their  new  boundary.    A  certain 
section  south  of  the  river  was  reserved  by  Water- 
town  to  protect  her  fishing  interests,  as  salmon,  shad 
and  alewives  were  important  to  both  towns  until  the 
mid-19 th  century. 

Earlier  in  the  1600 fs,  Chief  Waban  and  about  300 
Indians  of  the  Massachusetts  tribe  lived  along  the 
sparkling  Charles  River  near  Lemon  Brook,  just  west 
of  what  is  now  Charlesbank  Road.    Later  there  were 

wigwams  on  No- 
nan  turn  Hill, 
the  Indian 
name  for  "Place 
of  Rejoicing 
and  Gladness/' 
John  Eliot, 
who  was  es- 
pecially sen- 
sitive to  the 
needs  of  the 
Indians,  first 

Foot  of  Eliot  Memorial  Road,  Newton.  Where  John  Eliot  preached   preached  tO 

his  first  sermon  to  the  Indians  in  1646.  them  in  1646. 

In  1879  the  "Eliot  Memorial"  was  erected  on  the  pres- 
ent Memorial  Road,  near  the  site  of  Chief  Waban Ts 
wigwam,  the  setting  for  this  event. 

Later  John  Eliot  translated  the  Bible  into  the  Indian 
language.    He  loved  these  people  and  they  knew  it. 
This  friendly  relationship  accounts  for  the  peaceful 
atmosphere  in  the  new  community.     The  early  settlers 


Eliot  Memorial. 
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learned  much  from  the  local  tribe,  such  as  how  to 
grow  squash  and  beans  and  the  use  of  fish  as  fer- 
tilizer.    By  1676  this  tribe  had  left  Newtowne  and 
been  resettled  in  Natick. 

History  records  Deacon  John  Jackson,  who  arrived 
from  England  in  1639,  as  the  first  permanent  settler 
of  Newtowne.    The  site  of  his  home  is  marked  by  a 
stone  (the  plaque  was  stolen  by  vandals  in  1975) 
on  Washington  Street,  near  the  corner  of  Waverley 
Avenue.     He  was  followed  by  his  brother  Edward, 
whose  1670  saltbox  house  was  the  first  one  built  on 
the  present  Jackson  Homestead  property,  and  by  18 
other  families  before  1665.    Because  of  the  friend- 
liness of  the  Indians,  these  stalwart  individuals 
were  free  to  concentrate  on  the  building  of  roads 
and  bridges,  churches  and  mills,  barns  and  houses. 
It  was  a  rigorous  life  indeed,  but  many  lived  well 
into  their  eighties  -  which  tells  us  something  of 
their  stamina. 

First  known  as  Bacon's  Corner,  from  Daniel  Bacon, 
an  ambitious  tailor  who  settled  here  in  1669,  the 

heart  of  the 
village  was 
later  called 
Angier's  Corner 
from  Oakes 
Angier  who  for 
many  years  dis- 
pensed good 
cheer  from  a 
snug  little 
tavern.  The 
name  Newton 

The  Boston  &  Worcester  Railroad's        Corner  was  not 
"The  Meteor"  -  1834  adopted  until 

after  the  com- 
ing of  the  railroad  in  1834  when  the  Meteor  (a  weird 
contraption,  by  our  standards)  had  its  maiden  run 
from  Boston  to  Newton  -  at  all  of  6  miles  an  hour! 
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Prior  to  that  time  all  foodstuffs  had  been  trans- 
ported in  great  wagons,  each  drawn  by  4  horses  and 
known  as  "Madison^  Ships." 

As  in  most  New  England  communities,  a  church  was 
felt  to  be  of  first  importance  and  in  1660  Deacon 
John  Jackson  and  his  son 
Abraham  gave  the  town  2 
acres  of  land  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Centre  and  Cotton 
Streets  for  a  meeting- 
house and  burying  ground. 
John  Eliot,  Jr.,  son  of 
the  missionary,  was  the 
first  pastor  of  the  church; 
a  marble  shaft  honoring  the 
first  20  settlers  stands  on 
its  site,  and  many  ancient 
gravestones  still  are  to  be 
seen  nearby.     In  1698  a 
second,  larger  building  was 
completed  across  Centre 
Street,  only  to  be  abandon- 
ed in  1721,  when  a  third 
structure  was  erected  in         Old  Burying  Ground  at 
Newton  Centre  at  Homer  and      Cotton  and  Centre  Street 
Centre  Streets. 

Although  the  first  schoolhouse  was  built  in  1699  near 
the  original  meetinghouse,  children  were  badly  needed 
to  work  on  the  farms,  and  more  than  a  century  would 
go  by  before  schooling  was  generally  accepted.  Until 
1789  only  boys  were  admitted  to  the  schools. 

By  the  19th  century  a  number  of  private  schools  were 
established.     Soon  after  1800  Susanna  Rawson,  an 
English  actress  and  writer,  opened  "The  Ladies1  Acad- 
emy" where  girls  received  an  extremely  well-rounded 
education  many  years  in  advance  of  their  time.  After 
the  Civil  War  "Miss  Lizzie"  Spear  opened  a  private 
school  which  ran  for  nearly  50  years.     By  the  1860 fs 
and  70 fs  the  larger  public  schools  were  functioning. 
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As  late  as  1840  there  were  but  two  stores  and,  of 
course,  a  blacksmith  and  a  harness  shop.  The 
Newton  Savings  Bank  was  opened  in  1829  on  Washing- 
ton Street.    For  many  years  taverns  were  the  social 
centers .    A  famous  early  one  was  "The  Nonantum 
House"  (also  known  as  "Peacock  Tavern"  because  of 
its  sign),  dating  from  1837.    Part  of  the  building 
had  been  the  home  of  General  Hull  and  was  later  the 
quarters  for  Susanna  Rawson's  school.  Nonantum 
House  was  a  favorite  summer  resort  of  the  gentry  of 
Boston  and  was  said  to  be  "a  very  accommodating  es- 
tablishment."   By  the  Civil  War  it  had  passed  the 
peak  of  its  popularity. 

Another  popular  summer  hotel  was  "The  Hunnewell"  on 
Washington  Street.    Also  to  be  noted  was  "The 
Coolidge  Tavern"  which  stood  near  the  Bridge  Street 
bridge.    President  Washington  lodged  here  in  1789. 
Neither  building  has  survived.     "The  Hollis"  at 
540  Centre  Street  is  still  occupied  as  a  rooming  house. 


While  Newton  Corner  has  never  been  considered  an  in- 
dustrial 
area,  there 
was  a  very 
early  mill 
on  Lemon 
Brook  near 
the  present 
Charlesbank 
Road.  Then 
in  1778, 
when  David 
Bemis  con- 
structed a 
dam  across 
the  Charles 
west  of 
Bridge  Street, 

the  manufacture  of  paper  and  cotton  cloth  began. 
Since  employees  of  the  mills  were  called  to  work  by 
the  blast  of  a  tin  horn,  this  area  of  Nonantum 


Bemis  dam  and  mills  along  the  Charles 
River. 
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acquired  the  name  "Tin  Horn.11 

David  Bemis1  son  Seth  put  up  a  building  for  the 
manufacture  of  illuminating  gas  which  he  used  in  his 
factory  -  another  first.     According  to  "King's  Hand- 
book of  Newton":     "Wondering  visitors  came  from  far 
and  near,  to  see  the  springing  of  clear  white  light 
from  an  invisible  spirit  of  air." 

Other  industries  were  a  brewery,  a  candle  factory, 
nurseries,  a  furniture  shop,  calico,  soap  and  "Tripe" 
factories,  and  a  marble  shop.     Twin  brothers  Francis 
E.  and  Freeland  0.  Stanley  (known  as  "F.E.  and  F.O.") 
invented  the  famous  Stanley  Steamer  in  the  early 
1900 fs  and  were  also  responsible  for  building  the 
Hunnewell  Club,  which  flourished  for  many  years  as  a 
social  center  for  its  members  and  is  now  used  by  the 
Newton  Community  Service  Centers. 

For  200  years  there  was  nothing  in  the  character  of 
the  village  to  suggest  the  drastic  changes  in  life 
style  that  would  come  with  the  building  of  the  rail- 
road.    Then,  instead  of  Newton  Corner  being  a  com- 
munity of  scattered  farms  with  a  small  concentration 
of  modest  homes  near  the  center,  a  real  estate  boom 
quickly  developed  and  prosperous  commuters  to  Boston 
began  to  build  many  substantial  houses.  Suddenly 
Newton  was  on  its  way  to  becoming  "Boston's  bedroom." 

In  the  1870?s,  to  promote  a  feeling  of  open  space  in 
this  rapidly  growing  community,  several  small  parks, 
surrounded  by  dwellings,  were  laid  out  by  Alexander 
Wadsworth,  the  famous  designer  of  Mount  Auburn  Cem- 
etery in  Cambridge.  Kenrick  Park  was  created  for 
William  Kenrick,  and  Waban  and  Walnut  Parks  for 
William  Jackson,  one  of  the  first  real  estate  devel- 
opers. 

In  1883-1885  an  unsightly  bog  near  Eldredge,  Vernon 
and  Church  Streets  was  transformed  into  a  charming 
park  area,  complete  with  pond  and  rustic  bridge.  It 
was  named  Farlow  Park  for  John  S.  Farlow,  a  generous, 
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Far low  Park 


wealthy  citizen  who  did  a  great  deal  to  improve  the 
appearance  of  the  village.    Farlow  Hill,  with  its 
many  fine,  unusual  trees  which  still  beautify  that 
area,  was  also  developed  by  him. 

With  the  increased  number 
of  families  in  the  1800 ?s, 
more  and  more  churches 
were  organized:    The  Eliot 
Church  in  1845;  the  Uni- 
tarian Society  in  1851; 
Grace  Church  (Episcopal) 
in  1855  with  its  present 
beautiful  Gothic  struc- 
ture built  in  1873; 
Immanual  Baptist  in  1860 
(the  present  browns tone 
was  designed  by  H.  H. 
Richardson,  famous  archi- 
tect of  Trinity  Church, 
Boston,  in  1885);  North 
Church  in  1862;  and  the 
Church  of  our  Lady,  Help 
of  Christians  built  from    The  first  Eliot  Church 
1873  to  1875.    In  1882 

Charming  Church  (Unitarian)  erected  a  handsome  stone 
building  which  is  now  used  by  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  cornerstone  for  Newton's  first  synagogue  was 
laid  at  168  Adams  Street  in  1912. 
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Even  as  late  as  the  1860 fs,  entertainment  was 
largely  restricted  to  the  homes ,  but  certain  cul- 
tural interests  were  already  considered  respect- 
able.    For  years  there  were  singing  schools  and 
various  musical  societies;  literary  and  discussion 
groups  flourished.     In  1865  a  Free  Library  was  pro- 
posed and  ground  broken  for  a  building  in  1868. 
Lawn  tennis  and  croquet  were  popular  and  we  learn 
of  a  "Newton  Bicycle  Club"  in  1882.     The  Newton  Boat 
Club  dates  from  1875. 

Social  concern  in- 
creased during  the 
19th  century.  The 
Temperance  and  Anti- 
Slavery  Societies 
were  well  supported 
and  several  Newton 
Corner  homes  were 
"stations"  on  the 
"Underground  Rail- 
way."   Before  the 
turn  of  the  cen- 
tury the  Young 
Men's  Christian 
Association  and  the 
Nonantum  Boys !  Club 
had  been  organized. 
Rebecca  Pomroy,  a 
Civil  War  nurse  who 
cared  for  "Tad"  Mrs.  Rebecca  R.  Pomroy 

Lincoln  at  the  White 
House,  in  1866 

became  matron  of  a  Newton  Centre  home  for  the 
reformation  of  girls,  and  later  ran  the  "Rebecca 
Pomroy  Home  for  Orphan  Girls"  on  Hovey  Street. 

The  wide  variety  in  the  architecture  of  Newton 
Corner  houses  has  much  to  tell  us  about  the  village 
development.     It  is  a  matter  of  gratification  that 
good  early  houses,  representative  of  many  different 
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styles,  are  being  increasingly  appreciated  and 
that  more  and  more  citizens  care  about  the  preser- 
vation of  remaining  landmarks.     Perhaps  the  study 
of  these  listings  will  help  to  clarify  the  standards 
considered  acceptable  in  the  restoration  of  older 
properties.     Hopefully,  architectural  details  will 
be  kept  authentic  and  "modernization"  of  the  exte- 


Several  fac- 
tors have 
proved  de- 
visive  in  this 
village:  the 
routing  of  the 
railroad 
through  its 
center  and  the 
lowering  of 
the  tracks  in 
1895-1897  (at 
which  time  a 
whole  row  of 

houses  was  moved  from  the  south  side  of  Washington 
Street  to  various  locations) ,  and  the  construction 
of  the  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Extension  in  the 
1960?s.     It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  some  of 
the  moved  houses  have  been  found  by  the  Jackson 
Homestead  "house  detectives"  and  are  included  in 
this  booklet. 

The  common  denominator,  or  binding  element  if  you 
will,  of  both  sides  of  the  village  is  Newton's 
early  history.     Since  Newton  Corner  is  where  it  all 
began  and  since  the  old  Burying  Ground,  the  Eliot 
Memorial,  and  the  Bemis  Mills,  as  well  as  the  typi- 
cal period  architecture,  are  still  here  to  remind 
us  of  community  heritage,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  exciting  efforts  now  (1976)  in  progress  to  re- 
juvenate the  whole  area,  will  not  only  improve  its 


rior,  at  least,  will  be  avoided. 


Lowering  the  tracks 
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appearance  but  spark  the  economy  and  instill  in  the 
residents,  north  and  south  side,  a  fresh  feeling  of 
local  pride.    Newton  Corner  and  Nonantum  are  of 
vital  importance  in  the  Newton  story. 


Betsy  Allen 
Dorothy  Bates 
Duscha  Scott 
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NEWTON  CORNER  HOUSES  BUILT  BEFORE  1855 


AVON  PLACE 


7-9  Avon  Place 


This  small- 
paned,  colo- 
nial-type 
house  has 
been  recent- 
ly restored. 


Circa  1835  (owner's  date) 

J.  N.  Bacon-Owner  in  1855 

(see  notes  14-16-18  Bacon  Street) 

Charles  B.  Lentell-Owner  in  1874 


11  Avon  Place  -  Circa  1855 

J.  N.  Bacon-Probable  owner  in  1855 
B.  Lentell-Owner  in  1874 
This  is  a  Greek  Revival  cottage  with  small-paned , 
floor-length  windows  and  paneled  door  with  side 
lights.     Inside  are  wide  floor  boards  and  original 
wooden  pegs. 

15-17-19-21  Avon  Place  -  Circa  1855 

J.  N.  Bacon-Probable  owner 

in  1855 
Daniel  F.  Pingree-Owner  in 

1874 

Pingree  Bros,  is  listed  as  "Carpenter  and  Builder" 
in  1868. 

Here  you  see  an  example  of  early  "row"  houses. 
There  are  pediments  over  windows  and  doors  and 
bracketed  door  frames. 
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BACON  STREET 

8  Bacon  Street  -  Between  1831  and  1848 

A.  R.  Gay-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  F.  Dunklee-Owner  in  1874 
This  is  a  story-and-a-half  cottage  with  side  lights 
at  the  hooded  entrance.     It  is  said  to  have  been  the 
coachman fs  house  for  the  Bacon  mansion  next  door. 

14-16-18  Bacon  Street  -  Circa  1842  (?) 

J.  N.  Bacon-Owner  in  1855 
and  in  1874 

Newton  was  first  called  Bacon's  Corner  from  Daniel 
Bacon  who  migrated  here  from  England  in  1669  and 

purchased  large 
quantities  of  land. 

Joseph  N.  Bacon, 
owner  of  this  pro- 
perty (not  his  home) , 
was  a  founder  and 
deacon  of  Eliot 
Church,  a  founder 
and  president  of  the 
Newton  and  Watertown 
Gas  Light  Co.  and 
president  of  the 
Newton  National  Bank. 
14-16-18  Bacon  Street  For  a  time  he  served 

as  Postmaster  until 
he  left  the  Whig  Party  to  form  the  Free  Soil  Party. 
He  also  owned  several  other  houses  and  business 
blocks . 

Fluted  columns  beneath  a  broad  entablature  ornament 
this  spacious  house  of  Greek  Revival  feeling.  The 
side  entrance  with  its  columned  portico  may  have 
been  the  original  door. 
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BIGELOW  TERRACE 

15  Bigelow  Terrace  -  Circa  1845 

Dr.  Henry  F.  Bigelow-Owner  in 

1855 

Mrs.  Henry  Bigelow-Owner  in  1874 
Dr.  Bigelow  was  a  beloved  physician  who  served  as 
chairman  of  the  School  Committee  and  was  largely 
responsible  for  the 
fine  reputation  of 
the  schools  of  his 
day,  the  Bigelow 
School  being  named 
for  him.     He  was  al 
so  active  in  the 
formation  of  the 
Library.     Dr.  Big- 
elow^ home  was 
moved  from  334 
Washington  Street 
in  1895  when  the 
railroad  tracks 

were  lowered.  15  Bigelow  Terrace 

Many  original  features  have  been  retained  -  pan- 
eled corner  boards,  side  lights,  old  board  floors, 
graceful  curving  stairway  and  twin  imported  black 
marble  fireplaces. 


BRIDGE    STREET  was  formerly  Waltham  Ave. 

47  Bridge  Street  -  Between  1810  and  1825 

Seth  Bemis,  Jr. -Owner  in  1855 
and  in  1874 

In  "first  settler"  days,  this  property  was  part  of 
the  Richard  Park  farmstead.     The  Park  "mansion"  was 
torn  down  in  1808  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  Seth 
Bemis,  Sr.  put  up  the  present  house  shortly  there- 
after.    It  was  Bemises  who  built  the  first  bridge 
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across  the  Charles  before  1795.     Seth  Bemis,  Jr. 
followed  his  father  in  manufacturing.     (For  story 
of  the  Bemis  mills,  see  introduction.) 

This  is  a  simple  colonial  farmhouse  with  the  five 
upper  windows  tucked  close  to  the  eaves. 


CARLETON    STREET    was  formerly  North 

Bend  Street 

21  Carleton  Street  -  Circa  1840 

Mrs.  A.  Saunderson  (Saunders) 
was  owner  in  1855  and 
also  in  1874 

In  1868  a  Joseph  C.  Saunders  on  North  Bend  Street 
was  listed  as  a  "carver." 

Dormers  have  been  added  to  this  basic  Cape  Cod 
style  house. 
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26-28  Carleton  Street  -  Circa  1835 

Aaron  Ropers -Owner  in  1855 
G.  Applin-Owner  in  1874 
This  Aaron  Rogers  was  a  grandson  of  Aaron  P.ogers,  Jr., 
the  clockmaker .     Family  records  list  him  as  "Supt.  - 
furniture  finishing."    Possibly  he  worked  in  the 
Smallwood  Factory  at  Newton  Corner. 

A  John  Applin  (probably  a  relative)  who  lived  on  this 
street  was  a  superintendent  at  the  Watertown  Arsenal. 


26-28  Carleton  Street 


This  side-entrance  house  retains  its  small -paned 
windows . 

29  Carleton  Street  -  Early  1830 fs 

J.  Noyes-Owner  in  1855 
J.  S.  Noyes-Owner  in  1874 

The  features  of  this  house  are  simple  colonial  lines 
with  fieldstone  foundation,  small-paned  windows 
with  old  frames  and  side  lights  at  the  front  door. 

In  1868  the  house  was  occupied  by  Betsy  Noyes,  a 
widow,  and  by  a  Miss  Elizabeth  Noyes,  possibly  a 
daughter. 
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29  Carleton  Street 


Although  owned  by  the  Noyes  family  for  many  years, 
it  was  apparently  not  occupied  by  them  much  after 
1870. 


43  Carleton  Street  - 


Circa  1840 

Mrs.  L.  Allen-Owner  in  1855 
F.  Jackson-Owner  in  1874 


«  ■  mj 


In  1876  Frederick 
Jackson  is  shown 
as  secretary  and 
superintendent  of 
the  Newton  Free 
Library. 

Of  Greek  Revival 
influence,  this 
house  has  dentil 
trim,  a  bay  with 
small  brackets  and 
side  lights  by  the 
door. 


43  Carleton  Street 
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47  Carleton  Street  -  Circa  1835 

J.  Whitney-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  B.  Graves-Owner  in  1874 

John  Whitney  was  an  upholsterer.    His  own  home  was 

on  Charlesbank  Road. 

Old  window  frames  and  two  old  chimneys  still  remain. 


CENTRE  STREET 

465  Centre  Street  -  Before  1848 

W.  Thomas -Owner  in  1855 
Eben  Jones -Owner  in  1874 

A  William  Thomas  owned  the  land  where  the  main  library 

now  stands. 

Eben  Jones  was  a  deacon 
of  the  Newton  Baptist 
Church  and  in  1868 
worked  at  Boston  Wharf. 

This  house  is  a  lovely 
Greek  Revival  with  one- 
story  columns  and  long 
first-floor  windows. 
The  facade  is  almost  un 
altered. 

465  Centre  Street 

488  Centre  Street  -  Circa  1846 

Ebenezer  Woodward-Owner  in  1855 
and  in  1874 

Ebenezer  Woodward  was  a  son  of  Deacon  Elijah  F.  and 
Ann  Murdock  Woodward.    Ke  himself  was  a  deacon  of 
Eliot  Church  and  a  clerk  at  the  Customhouse  in 
Boston. 

With  its  gable  end  to  the  street  and  broad  en tab- 
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L  Mill 

488  Centre  Street 


lature  and  corner  boards,  this  house  has  a  definite 
Greek  Revival  feeling.    Note  pediments  over  the  small- 
paned  windows. 

540  Centre  Street    -    Circa  1840  (Between  1831  and 

1848) 

Holman-Owner  in  1848 

D.  K.  Hitchcock-Owner  in  1855 

and  in  1874 

The  1848  owner  was  probably  Ralph  W.  Holman,  an  in- 
surance agent  in  Boston.     He  was  active  in  the  found- 
ing of  the  Newton  Free  Library. 

Dr.  Hitchcock  was  a  member  of  the  Newton  Debating 
Society  and  was  chairman  of  a  committee  to  consider 
the  establishment  of  a  library  in  Newton.  After 
his  first  gift  of  $100.00,  other  contributions 
followed. 

The  house  has  Doric  columns  along  the  porch  and  a 
unique  curved  door  said  to  be  one  of  only  two  in 
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540  Centre  Street 


New  England.  An- 
other unusual  fea- 
ture is  the  monitor 
top  above  a  basic 
hip  roof.  Inside 
original  carved 
woodwork  and  marble 
mantels  have  been 
retained. 


566  Centre  Street 


Circa  1845 

H.  Wheelock-Owner  in  1848 
Cutler-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Rogers-Owner  in  1874 
Mrs.  Rogers  was  the  widow 
of  Augustus  Rogers,  "sil- 
ver-ware" at  332  Washing- 
ton Street,  Boston. 

Note  eave  brackets, 
double  porches,  side 
lights  with  shutters  at 
the  door  and  long  windows. 
Inside  is  original  wood- 
work.    The  house  was  moved 
from  a  diagonal  position 
on  the  corner  to  make  space 
for  more  houses  on  the  lot. 


570  Centre  Street 


Circa  1852 

Harrington-Owner  in  1856 

C.  C.  Harrington-Owner  in  1874 


Charles  C.  Harrington,  "bookkeeper"  at  191  State  St., 
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Boston,  was  an  early  mem- 
ber of  the  Newton  Musical 
Association.     The  house 
has  been  owned  by  three 
generations  of  the 
Harrington  family  for 
120  years. 


Of  interest  are  eave  and 
porch  brackets,  window 
pediments  and  long  first- 
floor  windows .  Original 
hand-carved  woodwork  and 
marble  mantels  have  been      570  Centre  Street 
retained.    This  house  is 
remarkably  similar  to  a 

house  around  the  corner  at  316  Franklin  Street  and 
probably  constructed  by  the  same  builder. 

CHARLESBANK    ROAD    -  Formerly  known 
as  Valley  Court.      Gypsies  used  to  stay  along  Lemon 
Brook  between  Valley  Court  and  the  Charles  River. 

123  Charlesbank  Road  -  Circa  1850 

Woodman-Owner  in  1855 
H.  Lemon-Owner  in  1874 
Henry  Lemon  was  a  "deep  and  earnest  scholar  and  one 
of  the  foremost  Egyptologists  of  America."    He  was 
active  in  the  founding  of  the  Newton  Library  and  de- 
voted the  last  30  years  of  his  life  to  the  anti- 
slavery  movement.    His  wife,  a  French  lady,  founded 
the  first  conservatory  of  music  in  the  United  States. 

The  mansard  roof  and  attractive  dentil  trim  under 
the  eaves  and  over  the  windows  may  have  been  added 
to  an  earlier  simpler  house,  since  few  mansards 
were  built  before  1855. 
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132  Charlesbank  Road  -  Circa  1840 

J.  Whitney-Owner  in  1855  and 
in  1874 

The  Whitney  Farm  inclu- 
ded all  the  land  to  the 
Charles  River.  Mr. 
Whitney  was  a  first 
cousin  of  John  Singer 
Sargent,  the  artist, 
and  served  as  Water 
Commissioner  of  Newton 
for  many  years . 

Unusual  trim  at  the 
eaves  and  pediments 
over  the  windows  are 
features  of  this  house. 
The  front  upper  win-       132  Charlesbank  Road 
dow  has  six  over  nine 

panes.    The  long  windows  suggest  that  a  balcony  or 
two-story  porch  has  been  removed. 

JL37  Charlesbank  Road  -  Circa  1853 

S.  Holmes-Owner  in  1855 

M.  L.  Blanchard-Owner  in  1874 

Marshall  L.  Blanchard  ran  a  fish  market  in  the  Eliot 

Block  at  Newton  Corner. 

This  house  has  been  greatly  altered. 

138  Charlesbank  Road  -  1847 

Wetherb ee-Owner  in  1855 

B.  S.  Wetherb ee-Owner  in  1874 

Benjamin  S.  Wetherbee  was  an  upholsterer  in  1868. 

The  doorway  with  side  lights  would  seem  to  be  orig- 
inal.   The  front  porch  was  doubtless  a  later  addi- 
tion. 

Note:    See  picture  on  next  page. 
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138  Charlesbank  Road 


159  Charlesbank  Road  -  Circa  1853 

J.  S.  Watson-Owner  in  1855 

E.  C.  Whitcomb-Owner  in  1874 
J.  S.  Watson  was  an  original  member  of  the  Newton 
Baptist  Church. 

Here  we  note  dentil  trim,  a  triangular  window  in  the 
gable  and  side  lights  (probably  original)  by  the  door. 

162  Charlesbank  Road  -  Before  1848 

F.  A.  Benson-Owner  in  1855 
L.  Coffin-Owner  in  1874 

Mr.  Benson  was  an  early  member  of  the  Newton  Musical 
Association. 

At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  Langdon  Coffin  pur- 
chased Mount  Ida  and  laid  it  out  for  houses.  This 
house  was  no  doubt  another  of  his  investments,  as 
he  was  in  the  real  estate  business  on  Devonshire 
Street  in  Boston  and  lived  on  Bellevue  Street  on 
Mount  Ida. 

A  cupola  and  an  Italianate  projection  to  the  front 
distinguish  this  house.    On  the  first  floor  are 
small-paned  floor-length  windows.     (Picture  on  next 
page.) 
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162  Charlesbank  Road 


181  Charlesbank  Road  -  Circa  1853 

H.  W.  Jordan-Owner  in  1855 
B.  Merritt-Owner  in  1874 

A  Benjamin  Merritt  was  a  machinist  at  90  Utica  St. 

in  Boston  in  1868. 

While  considerably 
altered,  the  house 
had  simple  colonial 
lines.  A  transom 
and  side  lights  re- 
main by  the  door. 


181  Charlesbank  Road 


CHURCH    STREET  -  (Note)  The  majority  of 
the  houses  in  the  block  from  Centre  Street  through 
to  the  bridge  were  built  between  1845  and  1855  and 
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retain  their  original  Greek  Revival  features.  The 
section  has  been  under  consideration  as  a  Historic 
District  in  an  attempt  to  preserve  its  character. 

188  Church  Street  -  Circa  1845 

A.  B.  Cobb-Owner  in  1855  and  in 
1874 


188  Church  Street 


Andrew  B.  Cobb  was  a  charter  member  of  Eliot  Church 
and  listed  as  treasurer  at  45  Kingston  Street, 
Boston. 

Here  is  a  Greek  Revival  house  with  attractive  brack- 
eted columns.    It  has  retained  the  original  doorframe 
with  side  lights  and  there  is  dentil  decoration  under 
the  eaves . 

194  Church  Street  -  Circa  1850 

A.  Stevens-Owner  in  1855 

A.  G.  Stanchfield-Owner  in  1874 

Anson  G.  Stanchfield  was  a  lawyer  with  an  office  at 

5  P ember ton  Square  basement,  in  Boston. 
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195  Church  Street  -  Circa  1845 

Orrin  Whipple-Owner  in  1855 
and  in  1874 

Orrin  Whipple,  a 
carpenter,  be- 
came a  selectman 
and  was  active 
in  the  early 
history  of  the 
Newton  Free  Li- 
brary. 

This  is  another 
Greek  Revival 
with  long  front 
windows ,  paneled 
pilasters  and 
scroll  trim  on 

interior  woodwork.  195  Church  Street 
Possibly  the 
ornate  porch 
originally  had 
simple  fluted 
columns . 
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199  Church  Street  -  Circa  1845 

Wm.  Bushnell-Owner  in  1855 
P.  C.  Jones-Owner  in  1874 
A  Rev.  Wm.  Bushnell  was  Pastor  of  First  Church  in 
Newton  Centre  from  1842  to  1846.    He  later  was 
agent  of  the  Seaman's  Friend  Society  and  then 
studied -medicine,  becoming  a  homeopathic  physician. 

Peter  C.  Jones  was  in  the  paper  business  in  Boston 
with  an  office  at  26  Water  Street. 

This  house  has  been  greatly  altered. 

200  Church  Street  -  Circa  1845 

Stevens  Bakery-Owner  in  1855 
M.  R.  Stevens-Owner  in  1874 
Merrick  R.  Stevens  is  listed  as  being  in  the  flour 
business  at  9  Blackstone  Street,  Boston. 

This  house  with 
its  colonial  feel 
ing  was  made  from 
the  old  Stevens 
Bakery.  Before 
1874  it  was  moved 
to  its  present  lo 
cation  from  a 
little  farther 
south  and  given  a 
quarter  turn. 


200  Church  Street 


205-207  Church  Street  -  Circa  1845 

J.  Camp-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  Leonard-Owner  in  1874 

George  Leonard,  a  broker,  is  listed  as  living  on 
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Church  Street 
in  1868.  Mrs. 
Leonard  was 
doubtless  his 
widow. 

Here  is  an- 
other Greek 
Revival  with 
porch  and  wing 
probably  added 
at  a  later  date. 


205-207  Church  Street 


211  Church  Street  -  Circa  1845 

J.  Farquahar-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  Whitman-Owner  in  1874 

Mrs .  Emma  P . 
Whitman,  a 
widow,  is  list- 
ed in  the  1875 
Directory  as 
living  on 
Church  Street, 

Unlike  its 
neighbors,  this 
house  has  the 
gables  to  the 
sides .  There 
are  brackets 
at  the  eaves 
and  at  the 

211  Church  Street  porch  roof line, 

floor-length 

windows  and  quoin  trim  at  the  corners.  The  barn  has 
board  and  batten  siding. 
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217  Church  Street  -  Circa  1845 

Huddles ton-Owner  in  1855 
0.  C.  Fisher-Owner  in  1874 

Oliver  C.  Fisher  was 
employed  by  Joseph  W. 
Pearson,  coal  dealer 
at  Newton  Corner,  in 
1875.  Nothing  is 
known  of  the  Huddle- 
stons . 

This  house  has  been 
considerably  altered 
from  its  original 
basic  Greek  Revival 
style.     Floor-length        217  Church  Street 
windows  and  side  lights 

at  the  doorframe  still  remain  as  well  as  the  gable 
and  porch  columns.  A  barn  at  the  rear  has  unusual 
windows  with  arches  at  top  and  bottom. 

218  Church  Street  -  Circa  1845 

Turner-Owner  in  1848 

M.  B.  Stevens-Owner  in  1855 

C.  S.  Whipple-Owner  in  1874 

Please  see  the  note  on  Merrick  R.  Stevens  at  200 

rear. 

Charles  S.  Whipple  was  in  business  with  Frederick 
H.  Whipple  selling  flour  and  grain  on  Elmwood  Street 
near  Centre. 

This  is  another  house  retaining  many  of  the  typical 
features  of  the  neighborhood  and  period.  The 
porch  was  probably  a  later  addition. 

See  picture  on  next  page. 
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218  Church  Street 


223  Church  Street 


223  Church  Street 


Circa  1850 

J.  W.  Edmands- Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  Ellis-Owner  in  1874 

The  Honorable  J. 
Wiley  Edmands,  a 
prosperous  business 
man,  was  deeply  in- 
terested in  the 
welfare  of  his 
country  and  city 
and  was  elected 
to  Congress  in 
1852.  This  was  no 
doubt  investment 
property  for  him 
as  his  beautiful 
home,  "Woodside," 
was  built  on  Cen- 
tre Street  in  the 
early  1840 fs. 
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This  basic  Greek  Revival  house  has  porches  with  what 
appear  to  be  the  original  Doric  columns. 

234  Church  Street  -  Circa  1850 

D.  Whipple-Owner  in  1855  and 
also  in  1874 


234  Church  St. 
Early  photo- 
graph (top). 
Recent  photo- 
graph (bottom) , 
indicating  its 
comparatively- 
unaltered  con- 
dition. 


Dexter  Whipple  is  listed  as  a  clerk  and  as  a  sales- 
man, and  at  one  time  was  the  Postmaster  at  Newton 
Corner. 


The  house,  except  for  the  removal  of  the  blinds,  is 
almost  unaltered,  retaining  its  Doric-columned 
porches  and  sturdy  corner  boards. 

CRAFTS  STREET 

9-11-13  Crafts  Street  -  Circa  1840 

T.  House-Owner  in  1855 
C.  P.  Harkin(s) -Owner  in 
1874 

Cornelius  P.  Harkins  is  listed  in  the  City  Directory 
of  1875  as  "manager  dental  depot  (16  Tremont  Row, 
Boston),  House  Washington  opposite  Crafts." 

According  to  the  City  Engineers*  Office,  this  house 
has  twice  been  moved.     Originally  it  stood  on  the 
south  side  of  Washington  Street  across  from  Crafts 
Street,  then  on  the  opposite  corner,  and  finally  to 
its  present  location. 

Basically  Greek  Revival  in  feeling,  this  two-section 
house  has  fluted  columns  across  the  front  which  are 
matched  by  shorter  ones  at  the  side  entrance.  Ex- 
cept for  the  addition  of  siding,  the  facade  is  almost 
unaltered. 


EMERSON  STREET 

35  Emerson  Street  -  Circa  1850 

J.  N.  Bacon-Owner  in  1874 
The  original  of  this  Greek  Revival  house  had  the 
usual  front  gable,  wide  entablature,  paneled  pil- 
asters and  fluted  columns  at  the  portico.     A  Vic- 
torian porch  now  replaces  the  portico.     It  was 
moved  from  Washington  Street  in  the  1890!s  when  the 
railroad  tracks  were  lowered.   (Pictures  on  next  page) 


31. 


FAYETTE     STREET  -  Formerly  Cross  Street 

25  Fayette  Street  -  Circa  1850 

J.  Piment el-Owner  in  1874 
Here  is  another  of  the  houses  moved  from  Washington 
Street  to  make  room  for  the  lowering  of  the  railroad 
tracks  in  1895. 

This  house,  slightly  Italianate  in  feeling  origin- 
ally had  a  pillard  portico  and  an  attractive  arched 
window  on  the  third  floor.     Brackets  still  remain 
under  the  eaves.     (Picture  on  next  page.) 
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25  Fayette  Street  from  1976 
photograph 


FRANKLIN    STREET  -  Formerly  Elliot  St. 

Another  concentration  of  houses  from  the  mid-1800 fs 
remain  in  the  block  from  Centre  to  Park  Streets. 

244-Franklin  Street  -  Circa  1822 

William  Kenrick-Owner  in  1831 

Mussey-Owner  in  1855 

J.  H.  Woodford-Owner  in  1874 
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244  Franklin  Street 


William  Kenrick,  son  of  John  Kenrick  (see  286  Waverley 
Avenue) ,  was  in  partnership  with  his  father  in  a  near- 
by nursery  and  published  a  manual  called  "The  American 
Orchardist"  as  well  as  the  "American  Silk  Growers 
Guide,"  based  on  his  own  experiments  while  raising 
mulberry  trees  for  silkworms. 

Joseph  H.  Woodford  was  a  "commission  merchant,"  at 
38  India,  Boston. 

This  house  formerly  stood  on  Waverley  Avenue  where  it 
was  part  of  the  Kenrick  Nursery  property  (the  site 
was  later  occupied  by  the  Farlow  estate) .     It  was  re- 
putedly moved  here  between  1855  and  1868.    Here  one 
sees  the  fine  proportions  and  hipped  roof  of  Federal 
architecture.    The  curved  portico,  bays  and  long  first- 
floor  windows  are  probably  later  additions. 

276-278  Franklin  Street  -  Circa  1845 

S .  J enni son-Owner  in 
1874 

Samuel  Jennison  was  a  lawyer  at  46  Washington  Street, 
Boston. 
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276-278  Franklin  Street 


Thomas  Weston,  Jr.  was  also  a  lawyer. 

This  delightful  composite  is  unique  for  its  board 
and  batten  siding  and  the  great  variety  of  Victorian 
trim  including  pendants,  cusp  and  foil  fringe,  cut- 
out trefoils  and  quatrefoils.     The  trefoil  symbolizes 
the  trinity  and  the  quatrefoil  the  cross. 

292  Franklin  Street  -  Circa  1850 

N.  P.  Smith-Owner  in  1855 
F.  Davis-Owner  in  1874 
Fred  Davis  was  in  the  cordage  business  at  83  Commer- 
cial Street  in  Boston.     He  was  an  original  subscriber 
to  the  Newton  Free  Library  and  an  early  member  of  the 
Newton  Musical  Association. 

Granite  driveway  posts  and  granite  steps  with  stone 
trim  at  the  sides  lead  to  this  house  which  is 
pictured  in  "King's  Handbook  of  Newton,"  by  M.  F. 
Sweetser.     Brackets  ornament  the  eaves  and  entablature 
on  the  front  facade.     Long  windows  face  a  porch  with 
Victorian  details  on  the  railing  and  pillars.  (Please 
see  photograph  on  next  page.) 


35. 


292  Franklin  Street 


306  Franklin  Street  -  Circa  1850 

R.  W.  Holman-Owner  in  1855 
M.  A.  Lawton-Owner  in  1874 
Ralph  W.  Holman  was  an  insurance  agent  with  an  office 
at  32  Congress  Street  in  Boston,  and  was  the  President 
of  the  local  Literary  Association  in  1865. 

Mark  A.  Lawton  dealt  in  cotton  waste.     His  office  was 
at  305  Broad  Street,  Boston. 

This  pitched-roof,  two-chimney  house  has  wide  pil- 
asters and  entablature,  and  brackets  at  the  eaves. 
There  is  a  gabled,  columned  portico  at  the  front 
entrance  and  small-paned  side  lights  at  the  front 
door.     (Photograph  on  next  page.) 


306  Franklin  Street 


316  Franklin  Street  -  Circa  1850 

E.  S.  Baldwin-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  Wes ton-Owner  in  1874 

This  attractive  house 
has  a  small  central 
gable  with  brackets, 
and  amusing  trim  over 
the  windows .  The 
pillared  porch  has 
simple  Victorian  corn- 
ices.   There  are  long 
shutters  at  the  floor- 
length  first-floor 
windows  and  at  the  side 
lights  beside  the  front 
door.     Several  handsome 

Interior-316  Franklin  St.      marble  mantels  still 

remain . 

There  is  a  remarkable  resemblance  between  this 
house  and  one  just  around  the  corner  on  Centre  St. 
An  exterior  view  of  the  house  appears  on  the  next 
page. 
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GARDNER    STREET  was  formerly  Spring  Street 

9  Gardner  Street  -  Between  1831  and  1848 

A.  Jenison-Owner  in  1855 
P.  Carbrey-Owner  in  1874 

Albert  Jenison  is  listed  as  a  "farmer." 

Philip  Carbrey  was  a  wheelwright. 

This  simple  cottage  retains  side  lights  by  the  front 
door. 


13  Gardner  Street  -  Between  1831  and  1848 

S.  Ross-Owner  in  1855 
J.  Hickey-Owner  in  1874 

John  Hickey  was  listed  in  the  City  Directory  of 

1875  as  a  gardener. 

This  cottage  has  a  side  entrance. 
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17  Gardner  Street  -  Between  1831  and  1848 

J.  Erail  (probably  Frail) - 
Owner  in  1855 

Mrs.  Freil  (Frail) -Owner  in 
1874 

The  stone  foundation  and  six  over  six  windows 
suggest  the  age  of  this  cottage. 

52  Gardner  Street  -  Circa  1850 


W.  Emery-Owner  in  1855 

Mrs.  Nettie  W.  Freeman- Owner  in 

1874 


This  house  stood  at  402  Washington  Street  before  the 
tracks  were  lowered.  There  is  a  suggestion  of  Greek 
Revival  in  the  architecture,  small-paned  windows  and 
a  side  entrance. 
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93  Gardner  Street  -  Circa  1855 

Crowdell  (Crowdle) -Owner  in  1855 
and  in  1874 

This  house  is  still  (1976)  owned  by  a  descendant  of 
the  original  owner. 

Small-paned  windows  remain. 

100  Gardner  Street  -  Circa  1850 

B.  Lovely,  2nd-Owner  in  1855 
B.  Lovely-Owner  in  1874 
Here  is  a  simple  Greek  Revival  house  with  stone  foun- 
dation, side  lights  by  the  hooded  Victorian  entrance 
and  small-paned  windows. 


GEORGE  STREET 

27  George  Street  -  1640,  1792  and  1865 

(A  section  of  this  house  is  prob- 
ably Newton's  oldest  dwelling.) 

Samuel  Hyde-Owner  in  1640 
Capt.  Samuel  Hyde-Owner  in  1855 
George  Hyde-Owner  in  1874 
This  property  remained  in  the  Hyde  family  from  1640 
to  1935,  nearly  three  centuries.  Deacon  Samuel  Hyde 
was  the  second  permanent  settler  to  come  to  Cambridge 
Village,  later  Newtowne. 

Captain  Samuel  Hyde  of  the  6th  generation  ran  a  pros- 
perous nursery  on  Centre  Street.     He  was  a  director 
and  original  member  of  the  corporation  of  the  New- 
ton Savings  Bank,  served  on  the  building  committee 
for  a  new  High  School  and  was  a  director  of  the  New- 
ton Female  Academy. 

George  Hyde,  who  ran  the  nursery  with  his  father, 
served  as  president  of  the  Newton  Savings  Bank.  The 
oldest  part  of  the  house  is  of  barn-frame  construc- 
tion with  hand-hewn  timbers  and  ridgepole,  and 
wooden  pegs. 
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Parlor  of  Old 
Hyde  House  at 
27  George  Street 


27  George  Street 


Early  secret 
place  for  the 
storage  of  gun 
powder  on  back 
stairs . 
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The  house  was  moved  from  its  first  location  on 
Centre  Street  in  1909.     Originally  a  cider  mill, 
shop  and  of  course  a  barn  stood  on  the  property. 

HOOD  STREET 

78  Hood  Street  -  1807  (Sweetser)-1815  (Smith) 

Wheelwrights  (name  or  occupation?) 
-Owners  in  1831  and  in  1848 
W.  C.  Strong-Owner  in  1855 
Dexter  D.  Bowman-Owner  in  1874 
The  oldest  part  of  this  building,  now  the  wing  at 
the  extreme  right,  was  one  of  two  houses  built  by 
Haven  and  Wiggin  of  Boston  in  either  1807  or  in 
1815. 

W.  C.  Strong  was  a  large  taxpayer  in  1868.  He  ran 
nurseries  on  Nonantum  Hill  and  later  in  Waban. 

Dexter  D.  Bowman  was 
in  business  at  13 
Kilby  Street,  Boston. 

By  1896  the  house 
had  been  greatly  en- 
larged and  was  an 
impressive  mansion 
with  a  sightly  view. 
Inside  the  old  sec- 
tion, simple  wood 
panelling  of  its 
period  still  remains. 

The  1917  Atlas  shows 
that  it  had  then  be- 
come the  Country  Day 
School,  a  private  boys1  school  of  fine  reputation. 
It  is  now  known  as  St.  Sebastian's  Country  Day 
School. 


78  Hood  Street 


42. 


JACKSON  ROAD 

99  Jackson  Road  -  Circa  1850 

B.  F.  Griggs-Owner  in  1855 
James  Grace-Owner  in  1874 


99  Jackson  Road 


James  Grace  was  a  farmer. 

This  well-preserved  house  stood  here  long  be- 
fore there  was  a  Jackson  Road.     It  originally 
faced  Laundry  Brook  which  ran  along  in  front  of 
it.     Its  facade  is  almost  unaltered. 

108  Jackson  Road  -  1847 

Henry  B.  Williams -Owner  in  1848 
Calvin  Bailey-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  C.  Bailey-Owner  in  1874 
This  house  was  built  in  1847  for  William  Jackson Ts 
daughter  Lucretia,  who  was  married  to  Henry  B. 
Williams  in  the  parlor  of  the  Jackson  Homestead  on 
March  10,  1847.     The  house  stood  on  the  south  side 
of  Walnut  Park  until  Jackson  Road  was  put  through 
in  1907  when  it  was  moved  to  its  present  site. 
Lucretia  died  March  4,  1848,  following  the  birth  of 
twins  and  the  house  was  sold  soon  after.     The  new 
owner,  like  his  predecessor,  was  a  Boston  Commuter 
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and  had  an  office  at  103  State  Street. 

This  central -chimney  house  has  nine  over  six  win- 
dows on  the  first  floor  and  six  over  six  elsewhere. 
There  are  side  lights  and  a  transom  around  the 
door.     A  long  ell  extends  to  the  back. 

JEFFERSON  STREET 

5  Jefferson  Street  -  Circa  1850 

"  R.  Fewkes-Owner  in  1855 

A.  S.  Adams-Owner  in  1874 


5  Jefferson  Street 


Albert  S.  Adams  is  listed  as  "railroad  supplies." 

While  this  house  has  been  greatly  altered  over  the 
years,  it  retains  many  small-paned  windows  and 
charming  Victorian  filagree  on  the  back  porch. 


44. 


20-22  Jefferson  Street  -  Circa  1850 

N.  P.  Brown-Owner  in  1855 
G.  W.  Tut tie-Owner  in 
1874 

G.  S.    (same?)  Tuttle  is  listed  on  Jefferson  Street 
as  a  mason. 

Here  is  a  simple  gabled  house  with  floor-length  win- 
dows on  the  first  floor. 

32  Jefferson  Street  -  Circa  1850 

J.  Brown-Owner  in  1855 
C.  S.  Holbrook-Owner  in  1874 
C.  S.  Holbrook  was  a  commuter  to  boston.     His  "paper" 
business  was  at  57  Water  Street  in  1868. 

The  front  gable  has  overhanging  eaves  and  simple 
porch  trim. 


JEWETT  STREET 


72  Jewett  Street  -  Circa  1854 

Mrs.  F.  Stowe-Owner  in  1855 
S.  Adams  is  Seth      S.  Adams-Owner  in  1874 
Adams  of  the 
"Adams  Nervine 
Asylum. " 

This  large  house 
of  basic  colonial 
lines  has  two 
chimneys  in  the 
front  slope  of 
the  roof  and 
brackets  under 
the  eaves.  There 
are  side  lights 
and  transom  at 

the  door  and  beautifully  filigreed  posts  support- 
ing the  hood  and  porch  roof. 


72  Jewett  Street 
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79-81  Jewett  Street  -  Circa  1850 

r^  Sykes-Owner  in  1855 
B.  D.  Moody-Owner  in  1874 

Richard  Sykes  is  listed  as  a  clerk  in  1868. 

Bradford  D.  Ifoody  was  a  waterproof  hat  manufacturer 
in  East  Cambridge  in  1875. 


79-81  Jewett  Street 


This  transitional  house  shows  an  interesting 
shape  to  the  peaked  gable  on  the  third  floor,  a 
feature  which  is  repeated  on  the  window  frames 
of  the  second  floor.    The  first-floor  window 
frames  are  hooded  and  there  are  bays  to  the  left. 

110  Jewett  Street  -  Circa  1850 

H.  P.  Page-Owner  in  1855 
0.  W.  Turner-Owner  in  1874 

Oliver  W.  Turner  was  an  ::agent??  working  in  Boston. 

The  house  is  a  one-and-a-half  story  Greek  Re- 
vival which  is  almost  unaltered  and  well  preserved. 
The  attractive  doorway  has  transom  and  side  lights. 
(Photograph  on  next  page.) 
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110  Jewett  Street 


115  Jewett  Street 


Darius  R.  Emer 
sonfs  business 
was  "trimmings 
on  Winter  St. 
in  Boston. 


Circa  1850 

D.  R.  Emerson-Owner  in  1855 
and  also  in  1874 


It  may  well  have 
been  in  this 
house,  which  at 
that  time  occu- 
pied the  land 
right  up  to 
the  corner  of 
Waban  Park,  that 
Dr.  George  F. 
Root  boarded  for 
a  short  time 
when  he  was  a 
church  organist  in  Boston. 


115  Jewett  Street 


Dr.  Root  was  the  com- 
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poser  of  many  Civil  War  songs  such  as  "Tramp,  Tramp, 
Tramp,  the  Boys  Are  Marching"  and  "Just  Before  the 
Battle,  Mother."    He  was  also  the  father  of  Clara 
Louise  Burnham,  the  novelist,  who  was  born  here. 

This  early  mansard  has  brackets  under  the  eaves  and 
an  arched  center  window  on  the  third  floor.  There 
is  an  attractive  portico  and  double  doors  with  lead- 
ed glass.     The  house  is  pictured  in  "King's  Hand- 
book of  Newton"  by  Sweetser. 

129  Jewett  Street 


Isaac  L.  Kidder  wa 
a  stationer  and 
like  most  of  his 
neighbors  commut- 
ed to  Boston. 


This  early  mansard 
has  a  partial 
Italianate  projec- 
tion and  bays. 

Reproduction  colon 
ial  door  and  porch 
pillars  are  a  re- 
cent alteration. 


-  Before  1855 

Stone-Owner  in  1855 

I.  L.  Kidder-Owner  in  1874 

s 


129  Jewett  Street 


135  Jewett  Street  -  Before  1848 

E.  Holman-Owner  in  1855  and  in 
1874 

Edwin  S.  Holman  was  listed  as  an  insurance  agent, 
32  Congress  Street,  Boston,  in  1868  and  once  served 
as  Newton's  Postmaster. 
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135  Jewett  Street 


The  early  features  here  are  the  small-paned  win- 
dows and  side  lights  by  the  door.     There  have 
been  many  alterations. 

140  Jewett  Street  -  Early  19th  century 

Otis  Trowbridge-Owner  in  1855 
Dr.  C.  E.  Dearborn-Owner  in 
1874 


140  Jewett  Street 


Otis  Trowbridge  was  married  to  Joseph  Bacons 
daughter  Elizabeth.     The  Trowbridge  name  appears 
frequently  in  early  Newton  annals;  six  of  the 
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family  served  as  selectmen  and  Otis  was  a  rep- 
resentative to  the  General  Court  as  well. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Dearborn  was  involved  in  educational 
matters . 

The  house  is  of  basic  colonial  lines.     The  porch 
with  simple  Ionic  columns  was  undoubtedly  a 
later  addition. 


MAPLE  STREET 

53  Maple  Street  -  Circa  1850 

J.  Fewkes-Owner  in  1855  and  in 
1874 


53  Maple  Street  from  1880  photograph 


The  Fewkes  family  were  prominent  in  Newton  Corner 
for  many  years.     As  early  as  1822  they  had  a  small 
factory  there  to  make  fine  lace  from  silk  and 
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linen.     One  of  the  most  versatile  members  of  the 
family  was  Jesse  who  did  fine  wood  carving  and 
cabinet  making  in  a  factory  on  Maple  Street.  He 
was  superintendent  of  the  Silver  Lake  Manufactur- 
ing Company  in  1868.     Mr.  Fewkes  had  a  flair  for 
invention  with  patents  to  his  credit.     In  1875  he 
is  listed  as  a  pattern  maker. 

He  was  one  of  the  first  to  show  an  interest  in  the 
Newton  area  Indians  —  researching,  collecting  and 
writing  about  them  at  a  very  early  date.     He  also 
had  strong  theories  about  the  Norsemen  and  wrote  ex- 
tensively about  them  at  Norumbega. 

Charming  filagree  ornaments  the  edge  of  the  eaves 
and  the  tops  of  the  window  frames. 

MOUNT     IDA  STREET 

9  Mount  Ida  Street  -  Between  1852  and  185.5 

H.  Ross-Owner  in  1855 
George  Leonard-Owner  in  1874 
Henry  Ross  was  a  leader  in  the  Newton  Historical 
Society  and  an  early  member  of  the  Newton  Musical 
Association.     He  showed  "taste  and  skill"  as  Super- 
intendent of  the  Newton  Cemetery  and  helped  to  pro- 
mote parks  and  playgrounds  throughout  the  city. 

The  house  has  been  greatly  altered  over  the  years, 
but  retains  some  dentil  trim  and  a  suggestion  of  the 
Greek  Revival  style. 

NEWTONVILLE  AVENUE 

24  Newtonville  Avenue  -  Before  1848 

B.  Russell-Owner  in  1855 
J.  C.  Parks-Owner  in  1874 

This  house  has  been  greatly  altered. 
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NONANTUM  PLACE 

13  Nonantum  Place  -  Circa  1853 

Silas  Waterhouse-Owner  in  1855 
W.  S.  Brazer-Owner  in  1874 
In  1868  Mr.  Brazer  was  a  fresco  painter  at  9  Hamil- 
ton Street,  Boston. 

Although  this  house  was  undoubtedly  rebuilt,  old 
moldings  may  still  be  seen  on  the  window  frames. 

14  Nonantum  Place  -  Circa  1853 

Wm.  C.  Claggett-Owner  in  1855 
G.  Abbott-Owner  in  1874 
In  1868  Gustavus  Abbott  was  listed  as  being  in  the 
carpet  business  at  76  Friend  Street,  Boston. 

While  greatly  altered  this  house  retains  its 
original  doorframe  with  side  lights. 

22  Nonantum  Place  -  Circa  1853 

E.  S.  Farnsworth-Owner  in  1855 
W.  Hartwell-Owner  in  1874 
E.  S.  Farnsworth  recruited  a  company  of  men  to  serve 
in  the  Civil  War  and  became  a  major.     He  was  active 
in  the  founding  of  the  Universalist  Society. 

A  fieldstone  foundation  and  old  doorframe  still  re- 
main. 

ORCHARD  STREET 

19-21  Orchard  Street  -  Circa  1855 

B.  S.  Wetherbee-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  E.  Wetherbee-Owner  in 
1874 

Benjamin  S.  Wetherbee  was  an  upholsterer. 

This  house  was  moved  to  this  location  from  Charles- 
bank  Road  about  1900.     It  retains  its  basic  rect- 
angular shape. 
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PEABODY  STREET 

29  Peabody  Street  -  1818  (?) 

G.  W.  Bacon-Owner  in  1855 
J.  N.  Bacon-Owner  in  1874 
George  W.  Bacon  ran  a  dry  goods  store,  was  the  first 
secretary  of  the  Newton  Musical  Association  and 
served  on  the  first  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Newton 
Library. 


29  Peabody  Street 


It  is  believed  that  this  was  a  Bacon  house  which 
formerly  stood  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Peabody 
and  Washington  Streets  and  was  moved  to  its  present 
location  before  1929.     It  is  of  simple  symmetrical 
design  of  good  proportions.     The  two  lower  windows 
were  probably  a  mid-19th  century  attempt  to  update. 


PEARL  STREET 

29  Pearl  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

M.  L.  Ray-Owner  in  1855 

W.  P.  Leavitt-Owner  in  1874 

Mr.  Leavitt  was  a  builder,  contractor  and  "slater." 
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On  the  roof  of  a  barn  to  the  rear  is  a  sign  stating 
that  "Leavitt  -  Roofers"  have  been  in  business 
since  1865. 

The  original  small  house  has  the  gable  end  to  the 
street.     The  ell  is  an  addition. 

87  Pearl  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

G.  Lanza-Owner  in  1855 

J.  Lahey-Owner  in  1874 
The  original  house  of  simple  colonial  lines  has  been 
greatly  altered. 

136  Pearl  Street  -  Circa  1850 

C.  Parker-Owner  in  1855 
W.  H.  Johonnot-Owner  in  1874 
Charles  E.  Parker  was  an  architect  at  8  Congress 
Square,  Boston.     He  designed  the  Auburndale  Congre- 
gational Church  and  the  Centenary  Methodist  Church. 

W.  H.  Johonnot  was  a  teller  at  61  State  Street  in 
Boston. 

This  is  an  altered  cottage  with  gable  to  the  street. 
There  are  side  lights  by  the  front  door  and  a  half- 
moon  window. 

172  Pearl  Street  -  Circa  1850 

N.  Williams-Owner  in  1855 
B.  Sewall-Owner  in  1874 
Here  is  a  suggestion  of  a  simple  Greek  Revival  cottage 
with  long  side  lights  by  the  door  and  small-paned 
windows.     The  porch  is  probably  a  later  addition. 

In  1875  Benjamin  Sewall  is  listed  as  "merchant," 
85  Commercial,  Boston.     This  cottage  was  probably 
not  his  home. 

See  picture  on  following  page. 
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172  Pearl  Street 


232-234-236  Pearl  Street  -  Circa  1850 

S.  and  E.  Cook-Owners 
in  1855 

Miss  E.  Cook-Owner  in  1874 
Stephen  Cook  served  as  a  selectman.     Miss  Elizabeth 
Cook  was  living  there  in  1874  apparently  alone. 

While  greatly  altered,  this  house  suggests  the 
Greek  Revival  period. 


RICHARDSON    STREET  -  was  formerly 

Elm  Street 

20  Richardson  Street  -  Circa  1850 

J.  W.  Maynard-Owner  in  1855 
E.  0.  Rockwood-Owner  in  1874 

Edward  P.  Rockwood  in  1875  was  a  cashier  at  the 

Home  Savings  Bank  in  Boston. 

While  original  brackets  remain,  this  house  has  been 
greatly  altered. 
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42  Richardson  Street  -  Circa  1850 

A.  Cole-Owner  in  1855 
Wm.  Garrett-Owner  in  1874 
Andrew  Cole  was  a  deacon  of  Channing  Church  (Uni- 
tarian) and  on  the  first  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Newton  National  Bank. 

This  house  has  the  familiar  side  lights  by  the 
front  door  and  simple  filagree  trim  on  the  porch. 


ST.     JAMES  STREET 

14  St.  James  Street  -  1837  and  Circa  1850 

Mr.  Ellis-Owner  in  1837 
Warren-Owner  in  1855 
Francis  J.  Parker-Owner  in 
1874 

Francis  J.  Parker 
was  a  prominent 
cotton  manufacturer 
in  Boston  and  served 
as  Newton  Water 
Commissioner. 

The  section  to  the 
right  with  its  cen- 
tral chimney  and 
colonial  proportions 
14  St.  James  Street  was  the  Warren 

farmhouse.     The  left 
portion,  known  as  the  Parker  estate,  has  a  central 
Italianate  projection,  floor-length  windows  with 
fine  pediments,  brackets  and  a  small  arched  window 
in  the  gable. 
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SCHOOL  STREET 

30  School  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

W.  Ireland-Owner  in  1855 
P.  Dougherty-Owner  in  1874 
This  house  and  number  32  closely  resemble  9  Gard- 
ner Street.     All  three  would  seem  to  be  workmen's 
cottages. 

32  School  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 
See  note  for  number  30  School  Street. 


THORNTON  PLACE 

14-16  Thornton  Place  -  Circa  1840 

Watson  (?) -Owner  in  1855 
J.  E.  Boyd-Owner  in  1874 
This  Greek  Revival  house  with  one-story  pillars 
must  have  been  moved  here,  possibly  from  355  Wash- 
ington Street  in  1876. 


THORNTON    STREET  -  was  formerly  part 

of  School  Street 

11  Thornton  Street  -  Before  1848 

J.  Jenison  (Jennison) -Owner 
in  both  1855  and  1874 
The  Jennisons  first  came  to  Newton  in  1795.  Joshua 
manufactured  soap  at  the  corner  of  School  and  Pearl 
Streets  and  was  an  original  member  of  Eliot  Church. 

This  Greek  Revival  house  has  Doric  columns  and 
triple-hung  windows  with  small  panes  on  the  side 
facade.     Except  for  the  shortening  of  the  front 
window  it  is  quite  unaltered.     Picture  on  next  page. 
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11  Thornton  Street 


18  Thornton  Street  -  Before  1848 

J.  S.  Bruce-Owner  in  1855 
I.  Farwell, Jr. -Owner  in  1874 
Isaac  Farwell, Jr.  manufactured  sewing  silk  and  had 
shops  in  Boston.     He  later  moved  to  Connecticut. 

This  is  a  greatly  altered  house. 

21  Thornton  Street  -  Before  1848 

E.  French-Owner  in  1855 

H.  W.  Kendall-Owner  in  1874 

In  1875  Henry  W.  Kendall  was  in  "dry  goods"  in 

Boston. 

There  is  a  Greek  Revival  feeling  to  the  main  part 
of  this  house  and  a  fine  entrance  in  the  ell. 
There  are  the  familiar  long  windows  on  each  side 
of  the  front  door. 

Please  see  photograph  on  the  next  page. 
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21  Thornton  Street 


27  Thornton  Street  -  Circa  1840 

Chickering-Owner  in  1855 
Dr.  Wm.  F.  Teulon-Owner  in 
1874 

Dr.  Teulon  was  long 
a  practicing  physician 
in  Newton  Upper  Falls, 
West  Newton  and  Newton. 
An  ad  in  the  1868  City 
Directory  refers  to 
him  by  the  mysterious 
term  "Eclectic  Phys- 
ician."    S.  F.  Smith 
states  that  in  1847  he 
held  the  pulpit  of  the 
Universalist  Church 
for  a  few  months.  He 
was  of  Huguenot  descent. 
His  two  daughters  were 
named  Azalia  and  27  Thornton  Street 

Sapphira. 

Here  is  a  typical  simple  Greek  Revival  with  wide 
cornice  and  pilasters,  heavy  street-side  gable,  and 
the  usual  transom  and  side  lights.     The  modern 
porch  with  its  solid  railings  conceals  much  of  its 
fine  detail. 
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30  Thornton  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

W.  Phillips-Owner  in  1855  and 
1874 

Wm.  H.  Phillips  was  an  undertaker. 


30  Thornton  Street 

This  cottage  has  small-paned  windows,  eave  brack- 
ets, and  an  attractive  doorway. 


VERNON  STREET 


3  Vernon  Street  -  Circa  1850 

T.  R.  Pope-Owner  in  1855 
H.  Barker-Owner  in  1874 
Hiram  E.  Barker  was  a  starch  manufacturer  with 
offices  at  74  Commercial  Street,  Boston. 
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Pilasters  suggest  the  Greek  Revival  influence.  The 
brackets  at  the  slender  porch  columns  may  be  of  a 
later  period. 

41  Vernon  Street  -  Circa  1850 

J.  M.  Holden-Owner  in  1855 
D.  G.  Rawson-Owner  in  1874 


41  Vernon  Street 

Joel  M.  Holden  served  as  a  selectman  and  on  New- 
ton's first  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Daniel  G.  Rawson  was  in  "boots  and  shoes,"  at 
2  High  Street,  Boston. 

This  house  has  definite  Italianate  characteristics 
with  the  front  projection  and  tower  to  the  rear. 
There  are  full-length  windows  on  the  front  of  the 
first  floor  and  a  small  arched  window  is  seen  in 
the  small  third  floor  gable.     The  front  steps  are 
of  stone  and  an  "R"  is  carved  in  the  stone  posts 
of  the  driveway.     This  must  have  been  a  very  im- 
pressive house.     The  original  and  interesting 
old  stable  may  be  seen  on  Tremont  Street  behind 
the  house. 
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126  Vernon  Street  -  Circa  1845 

Locke-Owner  in  1848 
J.  D.  Chaf fin-Owner  in  1855 
Heirs  of  John  C.  Chaf fin- 
Owners  in  1874 
John  C.  Chaf fin  "gents1  furnishing  goods,"  Boston, 
helped  purchase  land  for  the  Newton  Free  Library 
and  contributed  money  toward  its  construction.  A 
reading  room  was  named  in  his  honor.     The  house 
was  known  as  "Rosedale"  and  is  presently  occupied 
by  the  Boys'  and  Girls'  Library. 


126  Vernon  Street  -  "Rosedale" 


While  considerably  altered,  126  Vernon  Street  re- 
tains lovely  one-story  Ionic  columns,  wide  pilasters, 
prominent  brackets,  window  pediments  and  long  first- 
floor  windows.     A  charming  summer  house  was  removed 
from  this  property  in  1973  to  the  grounds  of  the 
Jackson  Homestead. 


WABAN  PARK 

Waban  Park  is  notable  as  the  locality  where  land 
in  Newton  was  first  sold  by  the  foot.     It  was  laid 
out  and  offered  for  sale  in  1844  by  William  Jackson. 
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Waban  Park,  as  well  as 
Walnut  Park  and  Kenrick 
Park  were  designed  by 
Alexander  Wadsworth. 
The  oval  pattern  shows 
a  Bulfinch  influence. 
Mr.  Wadsworth  was  a 
well-known  landscape 
architect  of  his  time, 
having  designed  Mount 
Auburn  Cemetery  in 
Cambridge. 

Even  in  early  days  there 
was  an  appreciation  of 
"open  space"  for  the 
benefit  of  commuters. 


Waban  Park 


53  Waban  Park  -  Before  1848 

Eaton-Owner  in  1855 

G.  Angier-Owner  in  1874 


53  Waban  Park 

George  Angier  was  a  ticket  agent  at  the  Boston  and 
Albany  Railroad  depot  in  Boston. 


The  taller  section  of  this  house5  showing  some  Greek 
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Revival  influence,  may  be  of  a  later  period  than  the 
ell  to  the  left.     Early  features  are  an  interesting 
marble  mantel  and  windows  to  the  floor,  front  and 
side,  suggesting  an  original  wrap-around  porch  or 
terrace  now  gone.     A  stone  hitching  post  remains 
in  front. 


61  Waban  Park 


Before  1848 
H.  L.  Keyes-Owner 
McCorter-Owner  in 
Hale 


in  1855 
1874 

L.  Keyes  was  a 
bookkeeper  at  48  State 
Street  in  Boston  and 
an  original  member  of 
the  Swedenborgian 
Church. 

Here  the  upper  windows 
reach  to  the  eaves  and 
the  entrance  is  on  the 
side . 


61  Waban  Park 


74  Waban  Park  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

C.  H.  Lord-Owner  in  1855 

D.  B.  Jewett-Owner  in  1874 
Charles  H.  Lord  was  a  merchant  at  24  Merchants*  Ex- 
change in  Boston.     He  pledged  $1,000.00  to  finance 
recruitment  for  the  Civil  War. 


David  B.  Jewett  was  treasurer  of  the  Lowell  Manu- 
facturing Company,  and  was  an  original  vice-president 
of  the  Newton  Free  Library. 

In  1886  the  owner  was  W.  L.  Whitney,  vice-president 
of  the  New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company. 
His  wife  was  said  to  be  the  sister  of  Alexander 
Graham  Bell. 
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74  Waban  Park 


This  is  one  of  five  elegant  houses  built  about  the 
same  time5  all  facing  the  park.     Note  the  wide  pil- 
asters and  prominent  brackets.     These  houses  combine 
features  of  several  architectural  periods. 

87-89  Waban  Park  -  Before  1848 

G.  C.  Lord-Owner  in  1855 
J.  W.  Taylor-Owner  in  1874 
George  C.  Lord  was  the  President  of  New  England 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  at  62  State  Street,  Boston. 
He  was  helpful  in  the  founding  of  the  Newton  Library, 
and  was  a  director  of  the  Watertown  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany.    George  C.  Lord  also  guaranteed  against  finan- 
cial loss  incurred  in  recruiting  for  the  army  in 
1864. 

J.  Watson  Taylor  was  listed  as  in  the  sewing  machine 
business  at  149  Tremont  Street,  Boston. 

For  a  time  this  was  the  property  of  Frank  A.  Day, 
financier  and  philanthropist,  who  later  lived  in  a 
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large  estate  on  Farlow  Hill. 

This  house  has  interesting  details  from  Vic- 
torian alterations^ such  as  leaded  glass  door  lights, 
parquet  floors  and  paneled  ceilings  imported  from 
Italy. 

88-90  Waban  Park  -  Circa  1850 

J.  Nicholson-Owner  in  1855 
J.  S.  Potter-Owner  in  1874 

J.  S.  Potter  was  listed  as  "shoes,"  57  Pearl  Street, 

Boston. 


88-90  Waban  Park 


A  later  resident  was  John  T.  Langford,  builder  of 
many  waterworks  throughout  New  England  and  influ- 
encial  in  improving  the  north  side  of  Newton. 

This  substantial  house  with  its  granite  block 
foundation  has  heavy  pilasters,  elaborate  brackets 
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and  window  pediments,  with  ornamental  shingle  trim 
in  the  gable  (possibly  a  later  addition) .  This 
house  is  definitely  transitional  from  Greek  Revival 
to  Victorian. 

93  Waban  Park  -  Circa  1850  and  1914 

Since  this  house  was  built  from  the 
stable  connected  with  87-89  Waban  Park,  it  can  be 
assumed  to  have  been  built  from  1850  material. 

105  Waban  Park  -  Circa  1850 

D.  E.  Jewett-Owner  in  1855 
B.  Sewall-Owner  in  1874 

Darwin  E.  Jewett  was  an  original  member  of  Channing 

Church. 

Benjamin  Sewall  was 
a  merchant  at  85 
Commercial  Street, 
Boston. 

This  house  has  u- 
nique  architectur- 
al features  -  some 
original,  some 
from  several  alter-       105  Waban  Park 
ations.     The  wing 

to  the  right  was  apparently  a  Victorian  addition 
containing  a  handsome  Dutch  door  with  heavy  brasses, 
parquet  floors,  paneled  walls  and  elaborately  carved 
stair  rail.     The  1850  section  shows  a  Greek  Re- 
vival influence  in  the  rosettes  and  laurel  wreaths 
in  the  peaked  pediments  over  interior  doors  and 
windows.     A  water  pressure  tank  remains  on  the 
second  floor. 


WABAN    STREET  -  was  formerly  Elm  Street 

•   through  No.  45. 
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20  Waban  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

W.  H.  Rogers-Owner  in  1855  and 
in  1874 

In  1868  Mr.  Rogers  was  in  the  stove  business  in 
Boston. 


Interesting  filagree 
ornaments  the  porch 
pillars  and  arches. 


20  Waban  Street 


38  Waban  Street 


Between  1852  and  1855 
W.  Verry-Owner  in  1855 
C.  Newell-Owner  in  1874 

William  Verry  was  a 
cabinet  maker  in  1868. 

Charles  Newell  was  a 
grocer  in  the  Cole 
Block  on  Centre  Street 
His  store  advertised 
"foreign  fruit"  in  the 
1875  Directory. 


Here  the  gable  is  to 
the  street  and  the  en- 
trance at  the  side. 
Small-paned  windows 
have  been  retained  and 
the  bays  have  floor-length  windows. 


38  Waban  Street 
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133  Waban  Street  -  Circa  1850 

J.  R.  Farnum-Owner  in  1855 
J.  R.  Farnham  (probably  the 
same) -Owner  in  1874 

Although  greatly  altered  it  retains  its  six  over 

six  windows. 


WALNUT  PARK 


Please  see  notes  on  Waban 
Park 


36  Walnut  Park  -  Circa  1846 

William  Jackson  (builder) -Owner 
in  1846 

C.  T.  Hubbard-Owner  in  1855 
N.  D.  Noyes-Owner  in  1874 


Nathan  D.  Noyes  was  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business 
at  128  Summer  Street,  Boston  in  1875. 

This  hipped-roof  house  with  many  bays  was  rebuilt 
after  a  fire.     It  retains  small  brackets  and  panes. 
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Its  barn  has  a  cupola,  rounded  window  in  the  gable 
and  an  unusual  pediment  over  the  door. 


58  Walnut  Park 


58  Walnut  Park-Gas 
light 


Between  1839  and  1848 
Scudder-Owner  in  1848 
Lord-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Pond-Owner  in  1874 

Hartley  Lord,  a  Boston  mer- 
chant ,  was  involved  in  the 
u  founding  of  Channing  Church 
(Unitarian) . 


house  in  1871,  and  his 
widow  in  f74. 

This  house  of  colonial 
proportions,  with  a  large 
ell  to  the  rear^  has  sturdy 
corner  boards  and  a  half- 
moon  window  on  the  third 
floor.     Granite  driveway 
and  hitching  posts  remain. 


62  Walnut  Park  -  1847 

Salisbury-Owner  in  1848 

D.  H.  Salisbury-Owner  in  1855 

D.  Dewey-Owner  in  1874 

No  information  can  be  found  about  the  Salisburys,  in 

spite  of  their  owning  this  exceptionally  fine  piece 

of  property  for  at  least  seven  years. 

Daniel  Dewey  was  a  "commission  merchant"  at  169 
Congress  Street,  Boston. 

The  front  portion  of  this  house  is  an  excellent  ex- 
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62  Walnut  Park 


Right  -  Elegant  main 
entrance  on  driveway 
side. 


ample  of  the  Greek  Revival  period,  complete  with 
fluted  columns  and  Ionic  capitals.     Short  col- 
umns embellish  the  main  entrance  on  the  side 
facade.     There  are  fireplaces  in  every  room.  While 
the  ell  to  the  rear  appears  to  be  of  an  earlier 
period,  no  authority  can  be  found  for  this. 

Only  four  of  these  handsome  houses  with  two-story 
columns  were  known  to  have  been  built  in  Newton 
Corner,  -  "twin"  Bacon  houses  on  Washington  Street 
(now  gone)  and  the  Bacon  house  on  Bacon  Street 
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(now  greatly  altered) .     This  is  the  only  one  of 
these  mansions  remaining  in  its  original  form. 

WASHINGTON  STREET 

130  Washington  Street  -  Before  1831  and  rebuilt 

in  1880 

Marcy-Owner  in  1831 
E.  A.  Smallwood-Owner  in 
1848,  1855  and  1874 
Edwin  A.  Smallwood  was  a  furniture  manufacturer 
with  shops  on  Waverley  Avenue  between  Tremont  and 
Washington  Streets. 

It  is  believed  that  the  foundations  of  this  house 
with  their  extraordinarily  wide  stone  walls  are 
from  the  cellar  of  the  home  of  Deacon  John  Jackson, 
Newton's  first  permanent  settler.     The  Smallwood 
house  which  stood  on  the  same  site  was  rebuilt 
about  1880  into  the  Victorian  mansion  pictured  in 
"King's  Handbook  of  Newton." 

137  Washington  Street  -  1760 

Samuel  Jackson,  Jr. -Owner 
in  1760 

Jonathan  Hunnewell-Owner 
in  1797 

Charles  Torrey-Owner  in 
1827 

Josiah  Gillmore-Owner  in 
1843,  1855  and  1874 
Back  in  1643  John  Jackson,  Newton's  first  perman- 
ent settler,  was  delighted  when  his  brother  Edward 
closed  up  his  nail  shop  in  London  and  came  to  live 
in  Newton  -  at  first  on  the  Mayhew  Farm  and  later 
on  this  site.     His  second  home  was  torn  down  in 
1760  by  Capt.  Samuel  Jackson,  a  great-grandson  of 
Edward,  to  build  the  present  house. 
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This  hipped-roof  house  has  the  usual  five  upper 
windows  close  to  the  eaves.     Four  fluted  columns 
support  the  roof  of  the  full-length  porch.  With 
"modernization"  in  1850,  the  "borning-room"  was 
removed,  but  original  floorboards  and  a  brick 
fireplace  with  oven  remain.  The  two  over  two  win- 
dows were  also  a  later  alteration. 

527  Washington  Street  -  1670  and  1809 

Sebas  Jackson-Owner  in  1670 
Timothy  Jackson-Owner  in 
1809 

William  Jackson-Owner  in 
1855 

Mrs.  Lewis  Tappan-Owner  in 
1874 

In  1670  Edward  Jackson,  brother  of  Newton1 s  first 
permanent  resident,  built  a  saltbox  house  at  this 
location  for  his  son  Sebas.     Here  it  remained  un- 
til 1809  when  Timothy  erected  the  present  building^ 
attaching  to  it  a  portion  of  the  earlier  dwelling. 

William  Jackson  lived  here  from  1820  until  his 
death  in  1855.     He  was  a  man  with  concerns  for  good 
education,  temperance,  politics,  the  church,  and 
the  abolition*of- slavery  movement.     It  was  largely 
through  his  influence  that  the  railroad  came 
through  Newton  on  its  way  west  in  1834.       In  count- 
less ways  he  had  a  profound  effect  on  the  growing 
community.     The  house  was  a  "station  on  the  under- 
ground railway"  -  escaping  slaves  being  sheltered 
here  and  assisted  in  moving  safely  on. 

For  years  the  Homestead  was  the  setting  of  much 
activity  and  socializing.     The  fourteen  children 
(three  others  died  early)  themselves  made  for  a 
lively  atmosphere  and  many  relatives  and  guests 
came  and  went . 
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The  Jackson  Homestead  -  527  Washington  Street 


Mrs.  Tappan  was  William* s  daughter  Sarah,  wife  of 
the  famous  abolitionist,  Lewis  Tappan,  formerly 
of  Brookline  and  later  of  New  York. 

Because  of  its  history  the  house  is  an  appropriate 
place  indeed  to  be  a  Community  Museum  and  Histori- 
cal Center.     It  was  deeded  to  the  City  of  Newton  by 
Mrs.  Harry  S.  Middendorf,  a  Jackson  descendant, 
and  in  1950  opened  its  doors  to  the  public.  Since 
that  time  it  has  extended  to  young  and  old  a  gra- 
cious welcome  and  made  its  valuable  archives  avail- 
able to  large  numbers  of  people  wishing  to  research 
local  history.     It  is  included  in  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places. 

This  outstanding  example  of  the  Federal  style  of 
architecture  with  its  hipped  roof,  four  chimneys, 
brick-end  walls  and  original  curving  fence  is  a 
Newton  show-place.     Of  special  interest  are  the 
working  fireplace  in  the  kitchen,  a  300-year-old 
well,  and  the  cellar  hideaway  for  runaway  slaves. 
The  decor,  furnishings,  and  landscaping  are  all 
authentic  for  the  period. 
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WATERTOWN  STREET 

259  Watertown  Street  -  Before  1831 

Adams-Owner  in  1831 

D.  Stearns-Owner  in  1855 

and  in  1874 

A  Joseph  Adams  acquired  property  near  the  Water- 
town  line  from  William  Park  in  1750.     His  three 
sons  settled  on  his  land  and  this  farmhouse  must 
have  belonged  to  one  of  them. 


259  Watertown  Street 


Daniel  Stearns  was  a  "tripe  manufacturer."  His 
factory  shows  on  the  1855  map. 

The  house  is  a  simple  rectangular  structure  that 
must  have  been  updated  at  various  times  during  the 
19th  and  first  half  of  the  20th  centuries.  The 
porch  and  the  upper  bay  window  probably  are  not  par 
of  the  original  house. 

268  Watertown  Street  -  Circa  1845 

B.  Lovely-Owner  in  1855 
M.  Nugent-Owner  in  1874 

Bernard  Lovely  was  a  farmer. 

Michael  Nugent  was  a  blacksmith. 
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This  is  a  pitched-roof  house,  one  room  deep, 
with  a  bracketed  hooded  entrance  and  small-paned 
windows . 

WAVERLEY    AVENUE  -  Until  the  early 

1870 fs  the  lower 
end  of  Waverley  Avenue  is  recorded  as  Moore  St. 

45  Waverley  Avenue  -  Circa  1850 

Snow-Owner  in  1855 

Nancy  W.  Pope-Owner  in  1874 

This  simple  rectangular  house  has  double  doors  an 

a  porch. 

56  Waverley  Avenue  -  Circa  1850 

J.  Ricker-Owner  in  1855 
E.  W.  Lord-Owner  in  1874 
This  property  was  part  of  the  extensive  farm  be- 
longing to  James  Ricker,  a  selectman  of  Newton 
who  lived  further  up  Waverley. 

C.  W.  Lord  was  in  the  shipping  business  in  Boston 

For  some  years  the  house  was  occupied  by  Prof. 
Carlyle  Petersilea,  a  pianist  of  note. 

An  early  picture  in  "King's  Handbook  of  Newton," 
shown  on  the  next  page,  indicates  that  an  Italian 
ate  tower  has  been  removed.     Still  to  be  seen  are 
the  mansard  roof  with  brackets  and  a  palladian 
window  over  the  entrance.     The  granite  ends  besid 
the  front  steps  leading  to  the  pillared  verandah 
have  a  fascinating  ripple-like  repetition. 

Photographs  are  shown  on  the  next  page. 
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148  Waverley  Avenue  -  1833  and  circa  1860 

James  Ricker-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.   Catherine  Ricker-Owner 
in  1874 

This  house  is  known  as  the  "John  Jackson  place" 
or  "Ricker  Farm."  The  first  house  at  this  location 
was  the  home  of  Thomas  Jackson,  a  descendant  of 
Deacon  John  and  married  to  a  daughter  of  Edward 
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148  Waverley  Avenue 


Durant.     Thomas1  widow  married  Reuben  Moore  and 
their  daughter  married  James  Ricker,  a  selectman. 
History  tells  us  that  the  original  house  was 
torn  down  in  1833  which  is  probably  when  the 
older  part  (to  the  left)  of  the  present  house  was 
erected.     The  portion  to  the  right  seems  to  date 
from  the  1860's.     It  is  quite  possible  that  a  shed 
to  the  rear  includes  materials  from  the  early 
dwelling. 

286  Waverley  Avenue  -  Circa  1732 

Capt.  Edward  Durant-Owner  in 
1732 

John  Kenrick,  Esq. -Owner  in 
1782 

Heirs  of  J.  A.  Kenrick-Owners 
in  1855  and  in  1874 
Capt.  Edward  Durant  came  to  Newton  from  Boston  and 
bought  91  acres  of  land,  building  his  home  in  1732 
or  soon  after.     He  had  large  holdings  in  Boston  and 
Worcester  as  well  as  three  slaves. 
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286  Waverley  Avenue 


80. 
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His  son,  Edward,  Jr.,  who  inherited  the  property 
in  1740,  was  a  "vociferous  patriot"  during  the 
Revolution  and  a  delegate  to  the  Provincial 
Congress.     He  also  served  as  a  selectman. 

John  Kenrick,  Esq.,  great-grandson  of  the  first 
John  Kenrick,  purchased  the  estate  in  1782  and 
established  here  in  1790  a  pioneer  nursery  which, 
with  foreign  imports,  grew  to  be  the  leading 
business  of  its  kind  in  New  England.     He  served 
both  as  selectman  and  Representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  and  was  also  President  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Anti-Slavery  Society,  publishing  a  fiery 
little  book  entitled  "Horrors  of  Slavery." 

In  1903  the  house  was  re-purchased  by  Durant  de- 
scendants.    It  is  now  administered  by  the  Edward 
Durant  Homestead  Trust  and  has  been  included  in 
the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

286  Waverley  Avenue  has  a  gambrel  roof  and  impress- 
ive main  entrance.     Fluted  Doric  pilasters  support 
a  simple  entablature  above  a  five-pane  transom.  The 
rooms  are  beautifully  proportioned.     Among  the 
seven  fireplaces  is  an  unusual  one  in  the  garret. 
Other  special  features  are  rare  interior  shutters 
and  window  seats  with  original  paneled  woodwork  and 
18th  century  stencilled  floors. 

WILLIAM    STREET  -  In  1679  when  town 

lines  were  established 
between  Newton  and  Watertown,  the  latter  retained 
eighty-eight  acres  on  the  south  side  of  the  Charles 
River  to  protect  her  fish  weirs.     A  stone  marker  on 
William  Street  shows  the  boundary  line.     It  is  marked 
with  a  "W"  and  an  "N" .     See  photograph  on  next  page. 


82. 


Left: 


Early  marker  on  William 
Street  showing  the  boundary 
between  Watertown  and  New- 


ton 


54  William  Street  -  Circa  1850 

S.  Perry-Owner  in  1855 
I.  F.  Libbey-Owner  in  1874 
Stephen  Perry  owned  this  and  several  other  houses 
nearby.     It  was  in  the  parlor  of  his  own  dwelling 
which  stood  at  the  corner  of  William  and  Galen 
Streets  that  Grace  Church  Parish  was  organized. 

I.  Frank  Libbey  was  in  "flour11  at  19  Commercial, 
Boston. 

This  house  has  a  brick  foundation,  Victorian  trim 
around  the  porch  and  an  arched  window  in  the  gable. 

60  William  Street  -  Circa  1850 

S.  Perry-Owner  in  1855 

C.  0.  Lummus-Owner  in  1874 

For  Stephen  Perry  see  54  William  Street. 


60  William  Street 


C.  0.  Lummus  was  a  carpenter.  His  place  of  busi- 
ness was  "at  Centre  opposite  bank,"  according  to 
the  City  Directory  of  1875. 

Here  is  an  essentially  unaltered  Italianate  house 
with  original  frames  at  door  and  windows.  Outward- 
ly it  has  changed  little  in  125  years  and  remains 
a  fine  example  of  its  period. 


84. 


While  the  following  houses  do  not  appear  on  the 
1855  map  at  these  locations,  they  seem  to  qualify 
as  to  age.     To  date  no  proof  of  their  history  has 
been  traceable.     Anyone  with  helpful  knowledge  as 
to  their  previous  sites  or  dates  of  construction 
should  contact  the  Jackson  Homestead. 

266  Adams  Street 

156  Charlesbank  Road 

33  Emerson  Street 

49  Faxon  Street 

12  Gardner  Street 

56  Gardner  Street 

80  Jewett  Street 

6  Orchard  Street 

79  Pearl  Street 

102  Pearl  Street 

151  Pearl  Street 

14-16  Thornton  Place  (Probably  moved  back  from  the 
north  side  of  Washington  Street) 

1  Waban  Street 


A  POSTSCRIPT  FOR  THOSE  PLANNING  TO  RESTORE  OR 


UPDATE  AN  OLD  HOUSE 

Questions  to  ask  — 

How  old  is  the  house?  -  The  Jackson  Home- 
stead may  be  able  to  help  you  answer  this 
question. 

What  did  it  look  like  when  it  was  built? 
It  is  possible  early  pictures  are  available 
at  The  Homestead  or  the  Library. 

How  much  has  it  been  altered? 

Is  it  basically  sound? 

Think  twice  before  you  — 

cover  over  original  outside  wall  materials. 

conceal  original  foundations. 

add  a  new  roof  of  inappropriate  materials. 

add  dormers  (except  in  rear) . 

attempt  to  "colonialize"  a  Victorian  house. 

remove  Victorian  details  if  they  have  always 
been  there. 


alter  the  entrance  to  a  different  period 
from  the  house. 


Think  twice  before  you  —  (continued) 

remove  original  porches  or  their  trim 

discard  small-paned  windows. 

fill  in  floor-length  windows. 

remove  shutters  or  replace  with  those  of 
inappropriate  size  and  shape. 

rip  out  period  woodwork  and  mantels. 

remove  or  cover  original  fireplaces. 

Who  can  help? 

Historians.     (Call  the  Jackson  Homestead) 

An  accredited  historical  architect, 

Newton  Housing  Rehabilitation  Fund  of  the 
Newton  Community  Development  Program, 

A  reliable  builder  interested  particularly 
in  old  houses 

More  questions  to  ask  — 

What  will  the  desired  changes  cost? 
What  can  I  afford  to  spend? 
Can  the  work  be  done  in  stages? 


remember  — 


old  can  be  beautiful. 

thoughtful  T(ender)     L(oving)  C(are) 
can  work  wonders. 

a  tastefully  restored  older  property 
has  a  personality  and  unique  character 
impossible  to  duplicate. 

be  proud  of  your  old  house! 


INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  FOLLOWING  HOUSES  WAS 
UNCOVERED  TOO  LATE  TO  BE  INCLUDED  IN  THE  MAIN 
PORTION  OF  THIS  BOOK. 


269  Franklin  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

L.  Coffin-Owner  in  1855 
J.  T.  Wells-Owner  in  1874 
Langdon  Coffin,  whose  business  address  was  103 
State  St.,  Boston,  purchased  the  ridge  known  as 
Mt.  Ida  in  the  1860 fs  and  laid  it  out  for  homes. 

John  T.  Wells  was  listed  in  1871  as  in  the  crockery 
business  at  151  Milk  St.,  Boston. 

This  house  of  colonial  proportions  retains  small- 
paned  windows,  wide  corner  boards  and  entablature. 
The  side  porch  with  arched  columns  and  floor-length 
windows  appears  to  be  original. 

172  Park  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

C.  Hastings-Owner  in  1855 
A.  F.  Thayer-Owner  in  1874 

Charles  Hastings  was  a  "constructing  engineer'  at 

the  U.  S.  Navy  Yard  in  Charlestown. 

Here  is  a  transitional  house  showing  features  of 
several  architectural  styles.     The  pillared  porch 
is  probably  original. 

186  Park  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

G.  Alden-Owner  in  1855 
L.  Dana-Owner  in  1874 

George  Alden  was  in  "hardware"  at  8  Washington  St., 

Boston. 

Luther  Dana  was  a  wholesale  grocer  at  83  Broad  St., 
Boston. 

This  is  another  transitional  house  of  unusual  pro- 
portions and  detail. 


NOTES 


